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Inquiry – Weaving  

Local native grasses, wool, shredded plastic bags and elastic. 

 

 The table was set with a wide range of materials. Students were excited to come back and do 

more weaving, making and exploring today. Some of the students had worked on their weaving 

between this Thursday and last using some of their own materials. 

 

 The students involved in the inquiry this morning were: E, R, T, K, D and I. E’s dad was also 

involved along with the relief teacher, Mr. K. Children were playful, exploring creatively and 

confidently. There was a lot of interest in the elastic and the different properties of the materials. 

They had fun exploring the stretchiness of the elastic. 
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D – ‘Why did you use plastic bags?’ 

Me – ‘Why do you think I used plastic bags?’ 

 (Perhaps this was not the most useful response as D then left to do something else soon after.) 

 The students at the table began to make and play with the different materials and continue on 

with their weaving and making from last week. 

 

 

 

  The students described a number of different objects that they were making. These included: 

A make-up brush, a moustache, a hat, a broom, a book mark and a doll. 
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 Students spontaneously began to stretch the elastic from one of the classrooms to the other. 

They were particularly interested in the properties of the elastic and enjoyed exploring the 

length.   

 Mr. K – ‘How long is the elastic, can we see if it goes as long as the building?’ 

 Some of the students then went with Mr. K and E’s dad to measure the classroom with the 

elastic. They tied long pieces together to make one long piece 

 

 

 The students estimated how long the building would be before measuring with the elastic.  

Talking very excitedly, R said – ‘The elastic went past the water tank, it went past Mr. B’s room. 

It went over 100 meters!’ 
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 The rest of the students continued to work on their making and weaving. 

K – ‘If you cut your head ¾ off you could balance the basket on top.’ 

 Referring to the plaiting and weaving that some of the students were doing,  

K said – ‘We could weave all of them together to make a basket to give to charity. We could 

weave together all different stuff.’ 

I – ‘I am making a hat.’ 

 

K – ‘We could use lots of these for hair all plaited together for the doll.’ 

 

 The students today were relaxed and creative in their play. There was interest to continue the 

inquiry further.  


