
24/10/13 

Inquiry – Still-Life Drawing 

The table was set with flowers in a jar of water, a toy robot, a toy car, paper, coloured 

and lead pencils. 

 

The students involved were K, A, O, J, D and E. 

The girls who were sitting at the table decided to draw the flowers.  

O – ‘This one has eyelashes on it.’ 

K – ‘I am drawing all the flowers I can think of.’ 

There was lots of interested chatter, excitement, fun and free. The students were 

interested to reflect on their experience as they drew, they discussed what they saw and 

experienced. 

  



24/10/13 

K began to draw the jar that held the flowers. Once she began to draw, she decided to 

make a model of the jar from paper.  

 

The students branched out with their inquiry. They explored the qualities of the toys and 

the flowers through a range of different ways. They drew, made models and played.     

D – ‘You always bring in stuff that is old.’ 

Me – ‘How do you know that it is old?’ 

D – ‘Because there are scratches on the car.’ 

O – (Referring to the nasturtium flower) ‘This one has eye-lashes on it.’ 

E’s dad came in and fixed the broken robot toy. He took the robot apart to see the 

workings of it. The students were really interested in how it moved, turning the cogs and 

trying to work out which bits made what move.  
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E then began to move the car, he wanted to find out how far it would go and asked for 

the long rulers, there were none around so he decided to find a friend who would help 

him find another way to measure. When he had found a friend, they began to change 

focus and started to begin a work in progress. They used the robot and the car to make 

another world, including a parking lot. They also made a ‘roly-poly’ shop and some 

money with things to buy.  

 

The students then shared their learning with the class. 

O – ‘We were learning about drawing things that were still.’ 

A – ‘I drew the flowers that were in the jar over there.’  

  

O’s drawing 

E and D continued their work in progress at outside learning time. I noticed E looking 

carefully at the robot, trying to figure out its movement. 


